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October Calendar 
9—Early Release, 2:10 

9—Parent Advisory Meeting, 

 6:00PM 

10—Cookie Day 

11—No School 

15—Picture Retakes 

16—Read and Lead Bookstore 

16—Family Game Night, 6:00-7:00 

21—Scholar Advisory Meeting, 

 11:50 

24—Cookie Day! 

25—P.T.A. Skate Night, 5:00-7:00 

29—Health Screen Day 
29—P.T.A. Meeting, 7:00PM 

30—Coffee with the Principal, 9:30 

30—Early Release, 2:10 

31—Halloween, NO COSTUMES 

 

Dear Orca Families,  
 

Welcome back to Meredith Hill.  I am excited to begin the 
2019-2020 school year! We are off to a great start, as we have 
already settled into the rigorous work of reading, writing and 
math. 
 

We have welcomed many new scholars and teachers into our 
family this year, and I am excited by all of the passion that our 
new community members have brought to our team! When 
you are visiting, please be sure to welcome our new staff. 
 

This year, we are committed to ensure that all of our scholars 
achieve success at the highest of levels. We continue our work 
around our two selected goals from the FWPS Strategic Plan: 
Goal 2 – meeting the needs of the Whole Child to develop 
thriving, confident, and responsible individuals; and Goal 4 – 
Content-Area Competence, mastery of all subjects. To support 
our work around Goal 2, We are piloting Zones of Regulation 
and we have fully implemented Second Step this year. We are 
entering into our Tier 2 work of our PBIS Program (Positive  
Behavior Intervention Supports) to meet the social and      
emotional needs of our scholars and pre teach expected      
behavior. We have developed systems to recognize our    
scholars demonstrating our ORCA traits of Being Responsible, 
Respectful, Caring, and Safe. Scholars have earned ORCA tails 
this week, in our first week of school! 
 

We are continuing our work in Goal 4 by our laser focus on 
our professional learning communities. Teachers will be    
meeting in grade levels utilizing data driven collaboration that 
will ensure scholar success. Teachers meet during each Early 
Release day and analyze scholar data, set goals for the year, 
and identify key learning standards to focus instruction. Our 
work in using our Guaranteed Viable Curriculum (GVC),      
Independent Reading Levels Assessment (IRLA), EL, and Units 
of Study are just a few of our instructional tools to assist   
scholars achieving success at their highest level. We have  
completed our initial testing for iReady, reading and math and 
IRLA, reading. This year we are implementing a new math  
curriculum which is Ready Math. We are hard at work! 
 

On another note, I do need to address our dismissal practices 
so that we remain good neighbors with our local community. 
Dismissal starts at 3:35 pm. If you pick up your child with a   
vehicle, please do not block our neighbors’ driveways as you 
wait in the pick-up line. Please remember to leave space for 
them to access their homes and driveways! Remember that as 
you head down the hill of 300th, to continue all the way to 
the bottom of the line for vehicle pick-up. Left turns into our 
parking lot at that time are for buses and people parking in 
the lot to come in to the building. I know that dismissal can be 
frustrating, as it takes a little time, but as we re-establish our 
routines, we get faster and faster every day!!  
 

I am so proud of all of our scholars and our educators as we 
move towards the best year ever! We have truly come          
together…and we celebrate One Team, One Dream!  
 

Warmly,  
 

Helen Babbin 

Principal 

If your child will be 
late or absent be 

sure to contact the 
office at             

253-945-3202 or 
bbargelt@fwps.org  

The Office Needs 
Your Help 

Please make all           
arrangements with your 

student before they    
depart for school.  The 
office is unable to relay 
these messages during 
the school day as it is a 

disruption to their   
learning.   
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Write your child’s name on everything! 
It is just the first week of school and already our Lost and Found bin is filling up.  Please 
be sure your child’s name is on their coats, backpacks and lunch boxes.  This will help 
in making sure they find their way back to your child.  

Students should not arrive at school before 9:00.  If they 
are eating breakfast at school they can arrive no earlier 
than 8:45.  Please remind your child(ren) to enter either 
through the gym doors or the cafeteria doors. 

Welcome to the Meredith Hill 
Library!   

Students come to the library to hear a story, 
learn library skills, and to check out books.  
Books are due at the next library class.  If    
students bring the books back, they check out 
more books.  If they do not return the books, the 
books are overdue and the student does not get 
to check out a book. They will receive an overdue 
notice, which can eventually result in a monetary 
fine. 

We expect students to take good care of their 
library books.  Please find a safe place to put 
your child’s library books while they are at home, 
away from pets, food, and especially water bot-
tles.  A fine will be charged if a book is damaged. 
Please help your child put the books into the 

backpack on library day so they are returned on time! 

You can access our school’s online catalog from home.  Just Google http://library.fwps.org/, click 
on Meredith Hill Elementary, and choose the “catalog” tab at the top of the page.  Here you can 
search for books by topic, title, author and/or series.    

This fall during conferences we will be having our annual book fair.  Be sure to stop by and view 
all the great books available for purchase.  Your purchases will support our library. 

We are excited to help your child develop a love of reading.  Please feel free to contact us if you 
have any questions or concerns. 

Mrs. Lunde, Librarian 
Mrs. Amato, Library Assistant 

Visitors and Volunteers 

We appreciate your participation at our school, and parents/guardians are always   
welcome. Please contact your student ’s teacher to make arrangements before visiting 
their class.  We ask that all visitors and volunteers sign in at the office to receive a 
“Visitor Badge”.  Safety procedures require that only visitors & volunteers that are 
cleared through the WA State Patrol Background Check spend extended time on school 
grounds, or volunteer to be chaperones on field trips.  Please plan ahead; it may take 
weeks for approval.  You may pick up a WSP Form in the school office. These forms  
require the applicant turn them in in person as we are required to make a photocopy 
of your WA state ID.  There is no fee.  We look forward to seeing you at our school!  

 
The health room could use your donations of gently used girls, boys or     
unisex sweats and/or shorts in: 
• larger sizes like 12 to 16  

• size 5/6 small 

• size 7/8 medium 
 
Thank you! 

http://library.fwps.org/
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Connection Corner with the Family Liaison 

 

 

 

Welcome back, students and families, for another great school year!  I’d especially like to 

welcome all the new students and their families to Meredith Hill.  I’ve really enjoyed seeing all 
the new faces and hope to meet you soon.  

 

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend our Back to School Meet & Greet event.  This 
was a fun way to meet teachers and staff, find class seating assignments in the gym for our daily 
morning meetings, and drop off school supplies before the first day of school. 

 

My role as the Family Liaison is to work with parents/guardians, students, teachers, counselor, 
and staff as a partner in your student’s academic success.  I enjoy facilitating connections  

between families and the school community.  I absolutely love getting to know our students and 
supporting and celebrating their successes. 

 

There are three things I invite you to consider as you use me as a resource to help you support 
your student’s success in school.  Please allow me to help you: 

 

1. Be Informed -- Ask questions. Get to know school staff and understand the policies that 
affect your student’s education. 

2. Be Prepared -- Have a plan. Help your student and school staff understand your expecta-
tions and beliefs about respectful partnerships and a good education. 

3. Be Connected --Share your ideas. Help school staff discover meaningful and effective 
ways to support your involvement at home and in the school. 

 

Please call, email, or stop by to see me any time with questions, concerns, or just to say hello.  I 
help any way I can.  If I don’t know the information you need, I do my best to find out or help 
connect you to the right resource. 

 

Laurie Wenneman (Mrs. W.) 

253-945-3210 

Email: lwennema@fwps.org 

Free and Reduced Lunch Applications 
Federal Way Public Schools offers a Free and Reduced Lunch program and 
applications need to be submitted every year.  Applications can be turned 
in any time, but it is best if it is done before October 1st.   

Applications are available in the Meredith Hill office or you can submit 
online:  https://www.mealappnow.com/manfwy/splash.php 

Factors considered in the application process are household size and total 
household income. 

• HOUSEHOLD SIZE means all persons, related or unrelated, who live in 
your home and share living expenses. Please include parents, children, and grandparents. 

• The TOTAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME is the total of all the income each household member received 
last month before taxes. This includes wages, social security, pensions, unemployment, welfare, 
child support, alimony, and any other cash income.  

You will be notified by mail of your child’s status. Until approval you must provide your child with a 
lunch or lunch money. Breakfast is $2, lunch is $3. 
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Parking Lot Safety 

To keep every student safe and  alleviate the long line going down the driveway, here are reminders 
of the upper parking lot protocol: 

Please do not line up before 3:30.  We do not open the gate until 3:35 and we do not release  
students until 3:40 

When in the line, please remain in your car (students will be loaded at the loading zone) 

In the “Loading Zone” stay to the left of the orange ‘loading’ cones at all times so as not to im-
pact the safety of the students loading and walking 

Teach your child how to buckle their own seatbelt 

If parked, please come to the student loading area to collect your child/children 

When in your car, if you do not see your child or your child does not see you, roll 
down your window and let one of the teachers know 

When moving in the line, please pull as far forward as possible or as directed by 
the  teachers (loading as many cars as possible assists in expediting the process) 

Turning your wheels to the left as you roll to a stop helps get your car out if you 
happen to be   loaded before the car(s) in front 

When loaded, and possibly waiting to exit, turn your blinker on to help alert staff 
to your readiness. 

For the safety of children and adults, please do not exit the line without the awareness of one or 
more of the teachers 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and patience; we look forward to sharing a great year 
with you, 

To keep every student safe here are reminders of the lower parking lot protocol:  

The lower lot is for busses and preschool students ONLY.   

We have two loops.  The one to the right as you enter are for our big busses ONLY.  The middle 
loop (that has parking stalls) are for our smaller busses and preschool students only.  If you park 
your car please be mindful of the walk way  separating stalls.  Do not attempt to leave until the 
smaller busses have left.  The  busses have priority and the right of way.  Please honor our student 
crossing guards, they are there to help keep all of us safe.  Our goal is safety! 

Federal Way Public Schools does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin or ethnicity, religion, creed, sex or gender, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, 
age, marital or family status, veteran or military status, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal. The District provides equal access to the Boy Scouts of America and other designated youth groups.  

We want your child to be as successful as possible at school. Success in school is not just about reading and 
math. It is also about knowing how to learn and how to get along with others. We will be using the Second 
Step program in your child’s classroom to teach these critical skills. 
 
The Second Step program teaches skills in the following four areas: 
1. Skills for Learning: Students gain skills to help themselves 
learn, including how  
    to focus their attention, listen carefully, use self-talk to stay on 
task, and be  
    assertive when asking for help with schoolwork. 
2. Empathy: Students learn to identify and understand their own 
and others’  
    feelings. Students also learn how to take another’s perspective 
and how to  
    show compassion. 
3. Emotion Management: Students learn specific skills for calming down when   
    experiencing strong feelings, such as anxiety or anger. 
4. Problem Solving: Students learn a process for solving problems with others in  
    a positive way. Your child will be learning a lot this year—and he or she will     
    need your help!  
 
Throughout the year, your child will be bringing home Home Links that go with several of the Second Step 
lessons. Home Links are simple, fun activities for you and your child to complete together. They are a great 
way for you to understand what your child is learning and for your child to show you what he or she knows.  
 
If you have any questions about the Second Step program, please do not hesitate to contact me for more in-
formation. Thank you for supporting your child in learning the skills that lead to success in school and in life. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Melissa Martin 
mmartin@fwps.org 


